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Exploring a new research topic? Avoid the 
temptation to jump straight into individual 
studies.  

Review articles and books are great second-
ary sources of information. 
Reviews summarize primary literature and 
are an excellent source to find info on 
chemical procedures, reactions and find-
ings.

Search for a book 
or browse a review journal. 

During the research the stage, you will 
probably come across hundreds of poten-
tially relevant articles and other information 
sources.

Use a citation management software, such 
as Zotero, that allows you to collect, orga-
nize and export citations directly from 
databases and websites.

Zotero streamlines your writing process by 
automatically creating references and 
bibliographies. 

By journal: Have you identified a relevant 
journal? Browse its website and find a link 
for an e-Table of Contents to set up email 
notifications.

By search: Construct a comprehensive 
reference, substance or reaction search in 
SciFinder. Select Keep me Posted, and you’ll 
receive emails when new materials are 
published. 

Chemical properties: Find chemical and 
physical properties published in SciFinder, 
NIST databases, and handbooks.

Research data: Many researchers are making 
their data available via open access. Don’t 
reinvent the wheel! Search data repositories 
before starting a project.

Stay up-to-date with current 
developments by setting up 
automated alerts.

Everyone knows to review the 
literature before you begin a 
project, but do you search for 
relevant data before you begin?

led.uwindsor.ca/zotero

get started with 
review articles & 
books

keep your 
references 
organized

stay current
with alerts

complete a
data review

led.uwindsor.ca/chem-data
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7 ask your 
librarian

Roger Reka MI

Science Data Librarian
Librarian for Chemistry

roger.reka@uwindsor.ca
519.253.3000 x3181

borrow from 
other libraries 

No library has everything, but you have 
access to everything. 

Use the Interlibrary Loan service if Leddy 
doesn’t have access to an article, book or 
other information resource. 

We’ll find it somewhere in the world and 
bring it to you at no cost.

Librarians can help you every step of the way:Manage your data and: save time, preserve 
your data, make it easier to find & share.

Make folder hierarchies as simple as 
possible

Document and describe what your 
data are, and how you collected them

Use open formats to store your data
     e.g., CSV, XML, TXT, TIFF

Back up your data
led.uwindsor.ca/ill

manage 
your data

led.uwindsor.ca/manage
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Finding and accessing chemical 
information

Exploring research topics

Managing and organizing data

Understanding scientific 
communication

ways to be
a more 
efficient
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