Book List for the Fall 2016 Leddy Library Reading Challenge!
*All book summaries and general information provided about the books within this document were
taken from the Goodreads website*

September: Short & Sweet: Canadian Short Story Collections!
Lost Salt Gift of Blood, By: Alistair MacLeod (168 pages)
“The stories of The Lost Salt Gift of Blood are remarkably simple – a family is drawn together by
shared and separate losses, a child’s reality conflicts with his parents’ memories, a young man
struggles to come to terms with the loss of his father.
Yet each piece of writing in this critically acclaimed collection is infused with a powerful life of its
own, a precision of language and a scrupulous fidelity to the reality of time and place, of sea and
Maritime farm.
Focusing on the complexities and abiding mysteries at the heart of human relationships, the seven
stories of The Lost Salt Gift of Blood map the close bonds and impassable chasms that lie between
man and woman, parent and child.”
October Theme: Orange and black, Crime, Horror, Mystery, Thriller, and Halloween!
The Girl with the Dragon Tattoo, By: Stieg Larsson (465 pages)
“Mikael Blomkvist, a once-respected financial journalist, watches his professional life rapidly
crumble around him. Prospects appear bleak until an unexpected (and unsettling) offer to resurrect
his name is extended by an old-school titan of Swedish industry. The catch—and there's always a
catch—is that Blomkvist must first spend a year researching a mysterious disappearance that has
remained unsolved for nearly four decades. With few other options, he accepts and enlists the help of
investigator Lisbeth Salander, a misunderstood genius with a cache of authority issues. Little is as it
seems in Larsson's novel, but there is at least one constant: you really don't want to mess with the girl
with the dragon tattoo.”
OR
Cujo, By: Stephen King (432 pages)
“Outside a peaceful town in central Maine, a monster is waiting. Cujo is a two-hundred-pound Saint
Bernard, the best friend Brett Camber has ever had. One day Cujo chases a rabbit into a bolt-hole - a
cave inhabited by sick bats. What happens to Cujo, how he becomes a horrifying vortex inexorably
drawing in all the people around him makes for one of the most heart-stopping novels Stephen King
has written.”
November: Tales of War & Conflict – 20th Century/ WW I&II
Three Day Road, By: Joseph Boyden (384 pages)
“It is 1919, and Niska, the last Oji-Cree woman to live off the land, has received word that one of the

two boys she saw off to the Great War has returned. Xavier Bird, her sole living relation, is gravely
wounded and addicted to morphine. As Niska slowly paddles her canoe on the three-day journey to
bring Xavier home, travelling through the stark but stunning landscape of Northern Ontario, their
respective stories emerge—stories of Niska’s life among her kin and of Xavier’s horrifying
experiences in the killing fields of Ypres and the Somme.”
December: Lighter Reads, Comedy & Humour
The Hundred-Year-Old Man Who Climbed Out of the Window and Disappeared, By: Jonas
Jonasson (396 pages)
“It all starts on the one-hundredth birthday of Allan Karlsson. Sitting quietly in his room in an old
people’s home, he is waiting for the party he-never-wanted-anyway to begin. The Mayor is going to
be there. The press is going to be there. But, as it turns out, Allan is not… Slowly but surely Allan
climbs out of his bedroom window, into the flowerbed (in his slippers) and makes his getaway. And
so begins his picaresque and unlikely journey involving criminals, several murders, a suitcase full of
cash, and incompetent police. As his escapades unfold, we learn something of Allan’s earlier life in
which – remarkably – he helped to make the atom bomb, became friends with American presidents,
Russian tyrants, and Chinese leaders, and was a participant behind the scenes in many key events of
the twentieth century. Already a huge bestseller across Europe, The Hundred-Year-Old Man Who
Climbed Out of the Window and Disappeared is a fun and feel-good book for all ages.”
OR
The Rosie Project, By: Graeme Stinson (295 pages)
“An international sensation, this hilarious, feel-good novel is narrated by an oddly charming and
socially challenged genetics professor on an unusual quest: to find out if he is capable of true love.
Don Tillman, professor of genetics, has never been on a second date. He is a man who can count all
his friends on the fingers of one hand, whose lifelong difficulty with social rituals has convinced him
that he is simply not wired for romance. So when an acquaintance informs him that he would make a
“wonderful” husband, his first reaction is shock. Yet he must concede to the statistical probability
that there is someone for everyone, and he embarks upon The Wife Project. In the orderly, evidencebased manner with which he approaches all things, Don sets out to find the perfect partner. She will
be punctual and logical—most definitely not a barmaid, a smoker, a drinker, or a late-arriver.
Yet Rosie Jarman is all these things. She is also beguiling, fiery, intelligent—and on a quest of her
own. She is looking for her biological father, a search that a certain DNA expert might be able to
help her with. Don's Wife Project takes a back burner to the Father Project and an unlikely
relationship blooms, forcing the scientifically minded geneticist to confront the spontaneous
whirlwind that is Rosie—and the realization that love is not always what looks good on paper.”

